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To be honest, I'm always struggling to come up with 
something to write about here. If you're busy work- 
ing on a weekly serial, then there shouldn't be any- 
thing all that special happening in your life to write 
about. What's even more painful is coming up with 


the “What's happening this issue” promo text for the 

table of contents in Weekly Shonen Jump magazine. 

This is a secret, but more than half of the comments 

made on that page are actually written by my editor, 

Mr. Kondo. He always asks me, "Did anything inter- 

esting happen this week?" Nothing really did... 
—Akira Toriyama, 1991 


Artist/writer Akira Toriyama burst onto the manga scene in 
1980 with the wildly popular Dr. Slump, a science fiction 
comedy about the adventures of a mad scientist and his 
android "daughter" In 1984 he created his hit series 
Dragon Ball, which ran until 1995 in Shueisha's best- 
selling magazine Weekly Shonen Jump, and was translat- 
ed into foreign languages around the world. Since Dragon 
Ball, he has worked on a variety of short series, including 
Cowa!, Каја, Sand Land, and Neko Majin, as well as a 
children's book, Toccio the Angel. He is also known for 
his design work on video games, particularly the Dragon 
Warrior RPG series. He lives with his family in Japan. 
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THE MAIN CHARACTERS 


Bulma 
Goku's oldest friend, Bulma 
is a scientific genius. She 
met Goku while on a quest 
for the seven magical 

Dragon Balls which, when 
gathered together, 
can grant any wish. 


Son Goku 
The greatest martial artist on Earth, he owes 
his strength to the training of Kame-Sen'nin Kami-sama's superior in 
and Kaió-sama, and the fact that he's an alien the heavenly bureaucracy. 
Saiyan. To get even stronger, he has trained He taught Goku the kaiö- 
under 100 times Earth's gravity. ken and other amazing 
martial arts techniques. 


Kaió-sama 
The *Lord of Worlds," he is 


Son Gohan 
Goku's four-year-old son, a half- Goku's former martial 
human, half-Saiyan with hidden _ arts schoolmate. 
reserves of strength. He was trained f 
by Goku's former enemy Piccolo. <> 
0 


Vegeta 
The evil Prince of the 
Saiyans. He hoped to 
become the legendary 
"Super Saivan'—the 

strongest being in exis- ` 

tence—and defeat 

Freeza, so he could rule 
the universe himself. 
He teamed up with the 
heroes out of conven- 

lence, but in the end 
Freeza killed him. 


Goku's former arch-enemy, the Namekian Piccolo is the darker 
half of Kami-sama, the deity who created Earth's Dragon Balls. If 
Piccolo dies, Kami-sama dies too, and if Kami-sama dies, Earth's 
Dragon Balls will vanish. (In a similar way, Namek's Dragon Balls 
were tied to the life force of the dead Great Elder of Namek.) ` 


| The ruthless emperor and 
#1 landowner of the uni- 
verse. He invaded Namek 
to steal its Dragon Balls and 
wish for immortality, but 
the heroes fouled up his - 
plans. Now Не has swom to Dende 
destroy them all. ES А young 
i Namekian with 
: healing powers. : 
He was killed by 
Freeza. 


Son Goku was Earth’s greatest hero, and the Dragon Balls— 
H which can grant any wish—were Earth's greatest treasure. 
Ң When Vegeta attacked Earth, killing thousands and causing 
В the Dragon Balls to be destroyed, Goku and his friends 

И went to planet Namek, where the Dragon Balls were origi- 
nally made. But instead of simply borrowing Namek's 
Dragon Balls and going back to Earth, our heroes found 
themselves defending the peaceful Namekians against the 

N forces of Freeza, the most powerful villain they had ever 

B faced! Freeza's strength proved to be beyond anything they 
|| could imagine, and Gohan, Kuririn and Piccolo were power- 
| less against him. Goku, the strongest, put up a good fight— 
until he found that Freeza had only been toying with him, 
not even using half of his full power... 
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ЖИЛ The Great Ġenki-Dama 


SHOULDYVE PACKED 
A HUGE PUNCH...WHY 
DOESN'T FREEZA 


0 


SHOULON'T 
HAVE TANGLED 
WITH FREEZA... 

NO MATTER 

WHAT... 
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DID YOU 
FINALLY 


HE..HE GETS 
ALL LIVING 
THINGS... ALL 
THE PLANTS 
ANO ANIMALS 
ON THE 


соки KNOWS 
THAT! THERE'S 
NOTHING HE CAN 
DO ABOUT IT! 
WHAT CHOICE 
HAS HE GOT?!! 


BUTIFI 
DON'T STOP 
FREEZA NOW... 
THE WHOLE 
UNIVERSE WILL 
BEIN 


IT MIGHT 
BETOO 
POWERFUL... 
AND CRUSH 
THE PLANET 
ITSELF... 


20 


2 


for Time | 


ем ie 
< NS 
2 


7 NG, 1408 


WHAT 
HES 
THINKING... 


HE HAS TO 
GATHER EVEN 
MORE CHI... 
ORT WON'T BE 
ENOUGH TO 
STOP FREEZA... 


WHAT'S THE v 
MATTER? YOU'RE 
ABOUT TO DO 
SOMETHING, 
AREN'T YOU? 


ORIS THIS 
HOW You 


INEVER KNOW 


THE OTHER SAIYAN I DONT INTEND TO 
BRAT WILL DIE WITH CONTINUE THIS BORING 
YOU. THEN THERE å BATTLE ANY LONGER. 
WILL ВЕ NO MORE bag v TLL FINISH YOU ALONG 
м WITH THIS PLANET. 


WORLD... 


E WH-WHAT /$ 
THAT...?! SOME... |- 
BALL OF 


ENERGY...?! 


AND... IT'S NOT 
BIG ENOUGH TO 
DEFEAT HIM 


WASTE OF 
YOUR FINAL 
MOMENTS... 


IT'S... ALL 
OVER!! HELL 
JUST DODGE 

IT IFI USE 
IT NOW... 


PLANNING 
TO 


NETA 
NEXT: The Collision 
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WILLING 
TO DIE... 
HEH HEH... 
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DIO THEY GET 
SUCKED INTO THE 
EXPLOSION...? 


WAS WITH HIM... 
THEYRE TOO 
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FLY WITH THIS 
WIMPY CHI!!! 


НОМЕ ТО 
EARTHIN 5 
DAYS WITH МУ Z 


YOU KNOW 
ABOUT THE 
GREAT 


ANO THE REST 
OF THE DEAD 
WILL BE ABLE 

TO REST IN 
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МУ SPACESHIP'S CLOSE 
TO WHERE I FIRST FOUND 
YOU!! TAKE BULMA AND 
GET AWAY FROM THIS 
PLANET!!! 


NOT ONE 
OF YOU 
WILL LEAVE 


I AM STILL 
MORE THAN A 
MATCH FOR 
ALL OF YOU 


KURIRIN 
I 


Фү 


TAKE PICCOLO AND 
GO BACK TO EARTH!! 
HE'S STILL BARELY 


k GE хо - N 
NEXT: The Super Saiyan | 


SAIYANS ONLY 
TRANSFORM WH-WHAT'S 
INTO HAPPENING 
GREAT APES... TO HIM?! 
WHAT /5 


HURRY, GOHAN!! IF 
PICCOLO DIES, THEN 
KAMI-SAMA WILL DIE TOO! 
YOU KNOW WHAT WOULD 
HAPPEN THEN!! 


NEVER MIND МЕ! 
IWILL GET BACK TO | 


=== Ab 2 2 
== Ж 2 (777 
25-77 Z И 


IJUST DIDN'T 
LIKE ABOUT 
THEM... 


THIS TIME 
IT'S YOU 
WHO DIES 
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COULD JUST 
ĦITHIM... 


АМАКЕМЕО BY 
RAGE. 
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NEXT: The Endof Namek... 
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SON GOKU...HAD IT 
WON... AGAINST 
FREEZA HIMSELF... 

HE HAD IT WON... 


ENOUGH...TO 
DESTROY 
PLANET 


NAMEK 
ITSELF... 
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АМО ТНЕ 


Goku 
GOHAN 
PICCOL 
GIRL ARE 
STILL 
ALIVE!!! 


THE PLANET'S 
EXPLOSION. 
YOU BLEW IT. 


x you 
WITHIN FIVE $5 ESCAPED AN 
t INSTANTANEOUS 


„ЛО CLING TO 
HOPE EVEN WHEN 
THINGS ARE SO 
POINTLESS... 


"| LONG ANYMORE?! 


WHY GO TO YOUR 
FULL POWER NOW...” 
MAYBE... BECAUSE 
YOUR BODY CAN'T 
WITHSTAND IT FOR 


LET YOU 
BUY TIME 
FOR 
YOUR- 
SELE!!! 
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Maximum Desperation 


NOW'S YOUR 
CHANCE!!! 
NOW'S THE 

TIME TO 
ATTACK, WHEN 


FREEZA'S 
CONCENTRATING 
ONHIS 
POWER!!! 


IT'S JUST... 
IMIGHT 
NEVER HAVE 
THIS CHANCE 


HE'S DIED 
TWICE!!! 


THEY'LL 
BE FINE... 


THEN DON'T WAIT 
UNTIL HE'S AT FULL 
POWER!! AND WHAT 
ABOUT GOHAN AND 

THE OTHERS?! 


YOU WANTED 
IT THIS WAY, 
DIDN'T You? 
ORELSE YOU 
wouLove 
FIRED AT 
THE PLANET 

AGAIN AND 
THAT 
WOULDVE 
BEEN IT. 


WAITING 
FOR YOU 
TO REACH 
FULL POWER, 


7 
ШЕ 


FA 


УАМСНА AND TENSHINHAN 
TO LIFE RIGHT AWAY, UN- 


MENTIONED BEFORE, 


WE WILL RESTORE 


FORTUNATELY, ASI 


ним... SO THEYRE 
AND WOULD V SUPERIOR TO THE 

GENUINE NAMEKIAN 
DRAGON BALLS IN 


PLANET FAR THAT WAY..EVEN 
AWAY? THOUGH THERE'S 
ONLY ONE WISH... 


ALTHOUGH, IF YOU 
WANT TO BRING 
BACK EVERYONE 

WHOM THOSE TWO 

KILLED, IM AFRAID 

WE WOULD BE 

LIMITED TO THOSE | 

WHO DIEDINTHE | 


WE CAN ASK TO 
BRING BACK TO 
LIFE THOSE WHO 
WERE KILLED BY 
VEGETA AND 


FOR INSTANCE, Y HMM? 


WELL, YES... 
IF THEY 
CAN BE 

GROUPED 

SOMEHOW... 


BUT WHAT IF 
CONTACT WITH 
AN EVIL PERSON 
HASTENED THE 

DEATH EVEN А 
LITTLE, HOWEVER 

INDIRECTLY? 


DECIDED 
0 


7 


АШ 
вент 
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EA 


THING. CAN 
YOU RESTORE 
LIFE TO THOSE 

WHO DIED OF 

OLD AGE? 


HE MIGHT BE 
ABLE TO RETURN 
TO LIFE FOR THE 


„АМО ASK 
FOR EVERYONE 
ON PLANET 
NAMEK EXCEPT. 
FREEZA TO BE 
TRANSPORTEO 
TO EARTH! 


ICAN'T BE CERTAIN OF ANYTHING... 
BUT WEVE HAD ONLY TWO OF THREE 
WISHES GRANTED ON THE NAMEKIAN 

BALLS... IF THE GREAT ELDER WERE ТО 

COME BACK TO LIFE, THEN WE CAN 

HAVE OUR LAST WISH GRANTED... 


FELLOWS 
WON'T BE 
REVIVED: _ 4 
FOR QUITE A ا‎ 
WHILE...BUT 
CAN I ASK 


«THAT'S IT, 
THEN. PLEASE 
HURRY! PLANET 
NAMEK ITSELF 
IS ABOUT TO BE 
DESTROYED...! 
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YOU WOULD 
BE THE 
GREATEST IN 
THE UNIVERSE... 
IF IT WEREN'T 


DBZ:128 
Two Warriors, One Finish 


THIS PLANET САМТ 
HAVE MORE THAN 
TWO OR THREE 
MINUTES LEFT. 


OH, OF COURSE. | ENS: 
YOURE 20۷۸۸6. 


ТРОМТ HAVE 
TO. YOURE 
ABOUT TO DIE. 


< 2 
YOURE 
| AMUSING. 
à 


, 
"+ 
me 
2 


FOR THE 
GREAT 


SILENCE 
u 


ФЕР. т КАМ | 
MSS 8) Ler ; 
2 Kl KAN 


“Up 


NY » 


I.... I WANT 

YOU TO RESTORE 
THE BEINGS 
KILLED BY 
FREEZA AND 

HIS MEN 

TO LIFE! | [ 


REFLECT 
UPON 
YOUR 

DESIRES, 


GRANT ANY 
WISH... 
BUT ONLY 


"! 
| | iM 


1 11 


NEXT: The Two Wishes 
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The Two W 
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DION'T 
smNDA Å *HEFS NOW!!! 
СНАМСЕ | NOW 
AGAINST Í x DO You 
FREEZA ч SEE 
ип р!!! 


WHAT IS 
THIS...?! PART 
QA OF THE CHAIN 
REACTION РЧР 
IVE SET 

OFF..?! 


THE... 


148 


сет! 
wE 
BROUGHT 
THEM 


BACK 
" 
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IT IS DONE. 
THOSE SLAIN 
BY FREEZA 
AND HIS MEN 
ON PLANET 
NAMEK LIVE 
AGAIN. 


IF THE OTHERS LIVE-- 
SO SHOULD THEY!! SHEN- 
LONG AND THE GREAT 
ELDER SHOULD BE BACK 
WITH из! 


ABOUT THE GREAT 
ELDER?! AND 

THE NAMEKIAN 
DRAGON GOD--?! 
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OR LORD! WE 
ELSE THE HAVE TO 
GREAT TELL THEM 
ELDER OUR PLAN 
WILL DIE IMMEDIATELY... 
AGAIN... > (ДО f 


" 


IAMTHE 
LORD OF THE 
NORTHERN 
GALAXY. I WANT 
YOU TO LISTEN 
CAREFULLY TO 
WHAT ТМ 
GOING TO 


< «д 


woo- YES!!! 

HOO! ITS 
JUST 
AS WE 
8 я CALCU- 
LATED 

% 0 

A 
/ S 


CAUGHT IN 
THE 

EXPLOSION, „2 

TLL LOSE ` Аре THIS PLANET 

EVEN MORE 


РЕН!!! 
THIS TIME 
TLL BLOW 

YOU TO 
ATOMS- 
JUST LIKE 

THE 
EARTHLING 


MH 


ARE YOU 
TALKING 
ABOUT 

KURIRIN... 


7 


BUT 
THERE 
SHOULD BE 
ONE MORE 
WISHLEFT 
ON THOSE 
DRAGON 
BALLS 
! 


153 


you 
TALKING 
ABOUT 
KURIRIN 


724 


ВИТ ТНЕ 
WISH MUST 
ВЕ ASKED 

OIRECTLY OF 


G-GOKU...YOU 
WERE 
LISTENING...?! 
1.1 KNOW EVERYONE 
À HOW YOU FEEL, 


BuT 


FREEZA... 
AND 
те! 


I UNDERSTAND, 
YOUR LORDSHIP. 
THANK YOU FOR 
YOUR CONCERN. 


YOU TO 
GO AND 
TELL IT 
TO HIM. 


Y-YES, 
SIR. 


SHENLONG 
SHOULD BE 
CLOSE By, 
WAITING TO 
HEAR THE 
LAST WISH. 


sí 


«I WON'T 
SAY 
ANYTHING 
MORE... 


ALL 
RIGHT... 


SHOULD 
IKNOW.. 
P! 


YES... THERE 
IS ONE LAST 
WISH...!!! 


WATCH OVER 
YOUR OWN 
WORLDS, (ОРО... 
DON'T WORRY 


NEXT: Freeza's Wish??? 
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Жел 


EVERYONE 
BUT THESE 
TWO то 


МЕ REVIVED 
THE PEOPLE 


I GUESS YOU 
DON'T GET YOUR 
WISH--UNLESS 
YOU SAY IT IN 


{| WILL IGET 
TO KILL YOU 
FIRST... OR 
WILL THE 
EXPLOSION, 
DOIT? | 


2 OR WILL YOU 
= | | SURVIVE BOTH... 
ONLY TO DIE IN 
THE VACUUM 


THE 


Bl PLANET HAS 


BEGUN TO 
CONTRACT... 
IN LESS THAN 
2 MINUTES 
IT WILL 


YOU REALLY 


WANT TO 
SETTLE IT 
WITH МЕ, 
DON'T YOU...? 
EVEN IF IT 
MEANS 


IS APLANET 
4 CALLEO 
EARTH... 


COME TO AN END 
ONCE AGAIN... BUT IN 
МУ FINAL MOMENTS, I 

WILL ANSWER YOUR 
QUESTIONS... 


Its 


Son Goku Qui 


431: 


DBZ 


ALLE eo IL 
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INEVER 
WANT TO 
SEE YOUR 
FACE AGAIN. 


TM SATISFIED. 
YOUR PRIDE'S 
BEEN SHREDDED. 
YOU'VE MET 
SOMEBODY WHO 
SURPASSES 
THE SUPPOSEDLY 
UNSURPASSABLE 
FREEZA... 


YOUVE FELT 
FEAR....HAVEN'T 
YOU? WHAT'S THE 
POINT IN RUBBING 
ITIN? YOU JUST 


IM GOING 
BACK TO 
EARTH. I CAN 
JUST MAKE IT 
INTIME IFI 
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YOU THINK 
YOU'RE GOING 
TO DODGE AT 

THE LAST INSTANT 

AND HIT ME 

WITH 1Т?!! 


THINK TLL 


THAT WILL 
CHASE YOU 
FOREVER 


20 
ЕХРЕСТЕО 
BETTER— 
EVENOF 
you! 


The End At Last? 
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DBZ:121 ° 
The Last Chance! 


This title page was used when these chapters of 
Dragon Ball were originally published in Japan in 
1991 in Weekly Shonen Jump magazine. 
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You're Reading in 
the Wrong Direction!! 


W... Guess what? You're starting at the 


wrong end of the comic! 

«44168 true! In keeping with the original Japanese 
format, Akira Toriyama’s world-famous Dragon Ball 
series is meant to be read from right to left, starting in 
the upper-right corner. 

Unlike English, which is read from left to right, 
Japanese is read from right to left, meaning that 
action, sound-effects, and word-balloon order are 
completely reversed...something which can make 
readers unfamiliar with Japanese feel pretty backwards 
themselves. For this reason, manga or Japanese 
comics published in the U.S. in English have tradition- 
ally been published "flopped"—that is, printed in exact reverse order, as though seen 
from the other side of a mirror. 

By flopping pages, U.S. publishers can avoid confusing readers, but the compro- 
mise is not without its downside. For one thing, a character in a flopped manga series 
who once wore in the original Japanese version a T-shirt emblazoned with "M A Y" (as 
in "the merry month of") now wears one which reads “Y АМ"! Additionally, many 
mango creators in Japan are themselves unhappy with the process, as some feel the 


mirror-imaging of their art reveals otherwise unnoticeable flaws or skews in perspec- 
tive. 


In recognition of the importance and popularity of 
Dragon Ball Z, we are proud to bring it to you in the 
original unflopped format. 

For now, though, turn to the other side of the book 
and let the adventure begin...! 
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THE SUPER SAIVAN 
With an entire planet for their battle- 
ground, Goku and Freeza continue 
their showdown to see who's 
strongest in the universe! But 
Goku's determination turns to hor- 
ror as he realizes that his enemy 
has just been toying with him...and 
at just 50% of his full power, Егеега 
is more than strong enough 
to beat Goku! Gohan, E 
Piccolo and Kuririn dis- 5 
tract Freeza while Goku 9 
powers up for a gigantic 
genki-dama-the last-ditch “ ‘energy 
sphere” technique. Soon, the heroes 
have no choice but to hope 

for a miracle... 
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